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On Fred Block, varieties of what? : should we still be using the concept
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As economic stagnation freezes the globe; capitalism is increasingly
questioned; war, revolution and political instability unsettles the Middle
East; and President Obamas campaign for the Presidency looms,
Volume 23 of Political Power and Social Theory reflects on these and
related issues. Chapters in this volume discuss the meaning of
revolution, the origins of neoliberalism in India, identity formation in a
Chicago social movement, the Palestinian National Question, and the
Black middle-class in the US. Additionally, in the Scholarly Controversy
section, Fred Block questions whether the concept of “capitalism”
should be problematized entirely.
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This book presents an argument that the environmental movement is a
coalition of many groups working toward common objectives without
common values. Norton believes this lack of unity causes unnecessary
and divisive controversy and debate within the environmentalist
community which impedes the development of effective and timely
environmental management policies. The various participants in
environmental debates see events so differently, and describe them in
such diverse vocabularies, that the environmental movement, unlike
other social action movements, lacks common theoretical principles.
Norton's goal is to create a common language for discussing
environmental issues as a first step towards a unified theory of
environmental management.


