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In this work I have endeavoured to apply the theory of primary and
secondary systems as defined by D.S. Likhachev to Russian literary
texts. Likhachev's idea amounts to the fact that those systems reoccur
alternately. Thus, a primary system evolves into a so-called elliptic
stage which enables a succeeding, secondary system to develop itself.
Conversely, when the latter has become the standard norm it gradually
evolves, in turn, into a similar elliptic stage. This, in turn, gradually
develops into a primary system too. As far as the fluent succession of
systems is concerned, Likhachev's theory differs from a similar theory
developed by E.R. Curtius. The latter assumes that literary works should
be divided into works with a Classicistic and a Manneristic character.
The first develop into the latter which show a frozen character with no
original qualities. In the end works with a new Classicistic character
develop themselves. These, in turn, have a vital character again. In
other words, in Curtius' scheme there is no place for a fluent
alternation of systems the way there is in Likhachev's.
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