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Adorno notoriously asserted that there is no 'right' life in our current
social world. This assertion has contributed to the widespread
perception that his philosophy has no practical import or coherent
ethics, and he is often accused of being too negative. Fabian
Freyenhagen reconstructs and defends Adorno's practical philosophy in
response to these charges. He argues that Adorno's deep pessimism
about the contemporary social world is coupled with a strong optimism
about human potential, and that this optimism explains his negative
views about the social world, and his demand that we resist and change
it. He shows that Adorno holds a substantive ethics, albeit one that is
minimalist and based on a pluralist conception of the bad - a guide for
living less wrongly. His incisive study does much to advance our
understanding of Adorno, and is also an important intervention into
current debates in moral philosophy.
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Post-Agreement Northern Irish Literature: An Introduction -- 1. From
Postcolonial to Post-Agreement: Theorising Northern Ireland's Negative
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This book uncovers a new genre of 'post-Agreement literature',
consisting of a body of texts - fiction, poetry and drama - by Northern
Irish writers who were born during the Troubles but published their
work in the aftermath of the Good Friday Agreement. In an attempt to
demarcate the literary-aesthetic parameters of the genre, the book
proposes a selective revision of postcolonial theories on 'liminality'
through a subset of concepts such as 'negative liminality', 'liminal
suspension' and 'liminal permanence.' These conceptual interventions,
as the readings demonstrate, help articulate how the Agreement's
rhetorical negation of the sectarian past and its aggressive neoliberal
campaign towards a 'progressive' future breed new forms of violence
that produce liminally suspended subject positions. .
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