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Front Cover; Preliminary Pages; Contents; Introduction; 1. What is
writing?; 2. Non-linguistic forms of writing; 3. The introduction of
language elements; 4. Extinct scripts: the infrastructure of palace and
temple; 5. The common origin of contemporary writing systems; 6. The
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With the growth of modern information technology, it is time to re-
examine the concept and purpose of writing, and question the long
cherished idea that the alphabet stands at the apex of a hierarchy
towards which all ‘proper' forms of writing must necessarily progress.
This beautifully illustrated book shows that the primary purpose of
writing is the ability to store and transmit information, information
essential to the social, economical and political survival of a particular
group. Writing, in whatever form, allows the individual the interact with
the group, to acquire an amount of knowled
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Sommario/riassunto Intended as a companion to the Fundamentals of Forensic DNA Typing
volume published in 2009, Advanced Topics in Forensic DNA Typing:
Methodology contains 18 chapters with 4 appendices providing up-to-
date coverage of essential topics in this important field and citation to
more than 2800 articles and internet resources. The book builds upon
the previous two editions of John Butler’s internationally acclaimed
Forensic DNA Typing textbook with forensic DNA analysts as its



primary audience. This book provides the most detailed information
written to-date on DNA databases, low-level DNA, validation, and
numerous other topics including a new chapter on legal aspects of DNA
testing to prepare scientists for expert witness testimony. Over half of
the content is new compared to previous editions. A forthcoming
companion volume will cover interpretation issues.



