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Public administration is frequently engaged in debate. His role, role and
position are emphatically examined in both public opinion formation
and in the political discussion. This should come as no surprise: public
administration is by definition a public matter. How is the public
character expressed in that board itself and who monitors this? These
are questions that are regularly asked, but rarely answered.
Europeanization, legalization, decentralization, deregulation,
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privatization, independence and promotion of market forces have given
the board a different face in recent decades. The question is how this
relates to its 'public' character. The face of public affairs: Facing public
administration contains contributions from various authors, including
Luuk van Middelaar, Maarten Hajer, Philip van Praag and Luuk Boelens.
They discuss current issues of administrative fragmentation, the
relationship with Europe, authority, the media and accountability.
Together, this offers a varied consideration of the problems and
challenges of contemporary governance and a perspective on its public
character.
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