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The Amazon Indian is an icon that straddles the world between the
professional anthropologist and the popular media. Presented
alternately as the noble primitive, the savior of the environment, and as
a savage, dissolute, cannibalistic half-human, it is an image well worth
examining. Stephen Nugent does just that, critiquing the claims of
authoritativeness inherent in visual images presented by
anthropologists of Amazon life in the early 20th century and comparing
them with the images found in popular books, movies, and posters.
The book depicts the field of anthropology as its own form of cul
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In 1936, Joseph Margoshes (1866-1955), a writer for the New York
Yiddish daily Morgen Journal, published a memoir of his youth in
Austro-Hungarian Galicia entitled Erinerungen fun mayn leben. In this
autobiography, he evoked a world that had been changed almost
beyond recognition as a result of the First World War and was shortly to
be completely obliterated by the Holocaust. In telling his story,
Margoshes gives the reader important insights into the many-faceted
Jewish life of Austro-Hungarian Galicia.We read of the Orthodox and
the Enlightened, urban and rural life, Jews and their gentile neighbors,
and much more. This book is an important evocation of an entire
Jewish society and civilization and bears comparison with Yehiel
Yeshaia Trunk's masterful evocation of Jewish life in Poland, Poyln.


