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Recognizing the need for a pedagogy that better serves American
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Indian students, Beverly J. Klug and Patricia T. Whitfield construct a
pedagogical model that blends native and non-native worldviews and
methods. Among the building blocks of this new, culturally relevant
education are language-based approaches to literacy development, the
use of oral histories to supplement traditional texts, and a re-
evaluation of the knowledge base these students need for success in
tribal enterprises.
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From around 1650 until well into the nineteenth century, Frederik
Ruysch enjoyed international fame as an anatomist. He owed his
renown to a preparation method that greatly aided early-modern
scientists in their exploration of the human body and transformed
dissection from a messy business into a widely admired art. Ruysch’s
anatomical collection was one of Amsterdam’s tourist attractions, for
his embalmed bodies were astonishingly lifelike in appearance. The
visitors who gazed with amazement at his preparations included the
Russian tsar Peter the Great, who was so moved by the sight of an
embalmed boy that he kneeled down to kiss him. The tsar later bought
Ruysch’s entire collection and had all the specimens shipped to St
Petersburg, where they still attract visitors from all over the world.
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