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Sommario/riassunto "In the United States, we have come to depend on plentiful and
inexpensive energy to support our economy and lifestyles. In recent
years, many questions have been raised regarding the sustainability of
our current pattern of high consumption of nonrenewable energy and
its environmental consequences. Further, because the United States
imports about 55 percent of the nation's consumption of crude oil,
there are additional concerns about the security of supply. Hence,
efforts are being made to find alternatives to our current pathway,
including greater energy efficiency and use of energy sources that
could lower greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions such as nuclear and
renewable sources, including solar, wind, geothermal, and biofuels. The
United States has a long history with biofuels and the nation is on a
course charted to achieve a substantial increase in biofuels."
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