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In Abolitionists Remember, Julie Roy Jeffrey illuminates a second, little-
noted antislavery struggle as abolitionists in the postwar period
attempted to counter the nation's growing inclination to forget why the
war was fought, what slavery was really like, and why the abolitionist
cause was so important. In the rush to mend fences after the Civil War,
the memory of the past faded and turned romantic--slaves became
quaint, owners kindly, and the war itself a noble struggle for the Union.
Jeffrey examines the autobiographical writings of former abolitionists
such as Laura Havilan



