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Ben Hecht called him ""White Fang,"" and director Charles Vidor took
him to court for verbal abuse. The image of Harry Cohn as vulgarian is
such a part of Hollywood lore that it is hard to believe there were other
Harry Cohns: the only studio president who was also head of
production; the ex-song plugger who scrutinized scripts and grilled
writers at story conferences; a man who could look at actresses as
either ""broads"" or goddesses. Drawing on personal interviews as well
as previously unstudied source material (conference notes, memos, and
especially the teletypes between Harry and his bro
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The discussion concerning Markan characterisation (and Markan genre)
can be helpfully informed by Bakhtinian categories. This book uses the
twin foci of chronotope and carnival to examine specific characters in
terms of different levels of dialogue. Various passages in Mark are
examined, and thresholds are noted between interindividual character-
zones, and between the hearing-reader and text-voices. Several
generic contacts are shown to have shaped the text’s ‘genre-memory’ –
in particular, the Graeco-Roman popular literature of the ancient world.
The resultant picture is of an earthy, populist Gospel whose “voices”
resonate with the “vulgar” classes, and whose spirituality is refreshingly
relevant to everyday concerns.


