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It was a year packed with unsettling events. The Panic of 1857 closed
every bank in New York City, ruined thousands of businesses, and
caused widespread unemployment among industrial workers. The
Mormons in Utah Territory threatened rebellion when federal troops
approached with a non-Mormon governor to replace Brigham Young.
The Supreme Court outraged northern Republicans and abolitionists
with the Dred Scott decision (""a breathtaking example of judicial
activism""). And when a proslavery minority in Kansas Territory tried to
foist a proslavery constitution on a large antislavery majority,


