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secular rule / Annelies Moors -- Unregistered Muslim marriages in the
UK : examining normative influences shaping choice of legal protection
/ Rajnaara C. Akhtar -- Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? : personal
autonomy, forced marriage, and the inherent jurisdiction in English law
/ Alberto Neidhardt -- Balancing migration policy and personal
autonomy in private international law : a shattered illusion? / Jinske
Verhellen -- The anti-religious bias in personal autonomy : towards
coherence and a solution / Toon Agten -- Shaping notions of personal
autonomy in plural societies : addressing female genital cutting in
France and the European regulatory framework's approach to this
custom / Lucia Bellucci -- The human rights dimensions of virginity
restoration surgery / Alison Dundes Renteln -- "It is better for me to
agree when my guardian is here" : consent and relational personhood
in postcolonial Malawi / Jessica Johnson -- The multiple search for
autonomy among moluccans in the netherlands : a relational approach
/ Keebet von Benda-Beckmann -- An all but trivial abortion :
scrutinizing sex selection legislation in India through the lens of
women's autonomy / Kalindi Kokal -- Rethinking social norms :
contraceptive use and women's right to choose in Senegal / Chiara
Quagliariello -- Autonomous aspirations? : re-reading the CEDAW
drafting process and examining Muslim women's contributions /
Shaheen Sardar Ali and Arjumand Bano Kazmi -- "That's not our
culture" : paradoxes of personal property in indigenous self-
governance / Ian Kalman.
"This volume addresses the exercise of personal autonomy in
contemporary situations of normative pluralism. In the Western liberal
tradition, from a strictly legal and theoretical perspective the social
individual has the right to exercise the autonomy of his or her will. In a
context of legal plurality, however, personal autonomy becomes more
complicated. Can and should personal autonomy be recognized as a
legal foundation for protecting a person's freedom to renounce what
others view as his or her fundamental 'human rights'? This collection
develops an interdisciplinary conceptual framework to address these
questions and presents empirical studies examining the gap between
the principle of personal autonomy and its implementation. In a
context of cultural diversity, this gap manifests itself in two particular
ways. First, not every culture gives the same pre-eminence to personal
autonomy when examining the legal effects of an individual's acts.
Second, in a society characterized by 'weak pluralism', the legal
assessment of personal autonomy often favours the views of the
dominant majority. In highlighting these diverse perspectives and
problematizing the so-called 'guardian function' of human rights, i.e.,
purporting to protect weaker parties by limiting their personal
autonomy in the name of gender equality, fair trial, etc., this book
offers a nuanced approach to the principle of autonomy and addresses
the questions of whether it can effectively be deployed in situations of
internormativity and what conditions must be met in order to ensure
that it is not rendered devoid of all meaning."--Provided by publisher.


