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Prologue: Syria's importance revealed -- Syria divided -- Cold war --
The new kings, and the first Syrian war -- Competitive developing --
The second Syrian war -- Increasing strains -- The third war, the 'War
of Laodike' -- The Seleukid collapse -- The fourth war -- The reversal,
the Ptolemaic collapse -- The fifth war, the triumph of Antiochos IlI --
Changing priorities -- The sixth war, and the 'day of Eleusis' -- Mutual
troubles and a new agenda -- The seventh war, the triumph of Ptolemy
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This book examines the causes and courses of the series of wars in the
Hellenistic period fought between the kingdom of the Seleukids and the
Ptolemies over possession of Syria. This is a subject always mentioned
by historians of the period in a glancing or abbreviated way, but which
is actually wholly central to the development of both kingdoms and of
the period as a whole. Other than relatively brief summaries no serious
account has ever been produced. This extended consideration will



bring to the centre of research on the Hellinistic period this long
sequence of wars. Arguably they were the basic causes of the failure of
both kingdoms in the face of Roman aggression and interference.



