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Of the innumerable ways that science and humanity interact, few are as
central or as significant as our interaction with microorganisms.
Though these single-celled and ""complete"" living organisms have
major impacts on many chemical and ecological processes, they are
most often recognized for their ability to cause serious and sometimes
fatal diseases. From diseases caused by bacteria, like pneumonia,
tuberculosis, anthrax, meningitis, typhoid, and bubonic plague, to
diseases caused by viruses, like HIV, polio, yellow fever, hepatitis, and
influenza, humanity has struggled to cope with the ra
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Diatoms are microscopic algae which are found in virtually every
habitat where water is present. This volume is an up-to-date summary
of the expanding field of their uses in environmental and earth
sciences. Their abundance and wide distribution, and their well-
preserved glass-like walls make them ideal tools for a wide range of
applications as both fossils and living organisms. Examples of their
wide range of applications include as environmental indicators, for oil
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exploration, and for forensic examination. The major emphasis is on
their use in analysing ecological problems such as climate change,
acidification and eutrophication. The contributors to the volume are
leading researchers in their fields and are brought together for the first
time to give a timely synopsis of a dynamic and important area. This
book should be read by environmental scientists, phycologists,
limnologists, ecologists and palaeoecologists, oceanographers,
archaeologists and forensic scientists.


