
UNIBAS0000303121. Record Nr.

Titolo The evolution of plants / K. J. Willis, J. C. McElwain

Pubbl/distr/stampa New York : Oxford University Press, 2002

ISBN 978-0-19-850065-0

Descrizione fisica X, 378 p. : ill. ; 25 cm.

Altri autori (Persone) McElwain, J. C.

Disciplina 581.38

Soggetti Piante - Evoluzione
Genetica vegetale

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Sommario/riassunto Examines the evolution of plants from the earliest forms of life. This
book incorporates many studies on the morphological evolution of
plants, enlivens the subject with research on ancient DNA and other
bimolecular markers, and places plant evolution in the context of
climate change and mass extinction. It also includes special biome
maps.
A major new undergraduate textbook on plant evoution This is a broad
but provocative examination of the evolution of plants from the earliest
forms of life to the development of our present flora. Taking a fresh,
modern approach to a subject often treated very stuffily, the book
incorporates many recent studies on the morphological evolution of
plants, enlivens the subject with current research on ancient DNA and
other biomolecular markers, and places plant evolution in the context
of climate change and mass extinction. It is written to be accessible to
undergraduates, so, for example, geological time is discussed in terms
of 'millions of years ago' as well as by the names of the ages, and
English equivalents of plant names are prefered, e.g. seed plants
(instead of gymnosperms), flowering plants (instead of angiosperms). *
Links up the trends/patterns seen in the fossil flora from the earliest
green algae through to the present day. * Covers the whole geological
timescale, but focuses the chapters on periods when major
evolutionary changes occurred. * Special Biome Maps indicate the
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general trends in changing global plant distribution through time.


