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The extraction of minerals, oil and gas has a long and ambiguous
history in development processes - in North America, Europe, Latin
America and Australasia. Extraction has yielded wealth, regional
identities and in some cases capital for industrialization. In other cases
its main heritages have been social conflict, environmental damage and
underperforming national economies. As the extractive economy has
entered another boom period over the last decade, not least in Latin
America, the countries in which this boom is occurring are challenged
to interpret this ambiguity. Will the extractive



