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In Early Biblical Hebrew, Late Biblical Hebrew, and Linguistic Variability ,
Dong-Hyuk Kim attempts to adjudicate between the two seemingly
irreconcilable views over the linguistic dating of biblical texts. Whereas
the traditional opinion, represented by Avi Hurvitz, believes that Late
Biblical Hebrew was distinct from Early Biblical Hebrew and thus one
can date biblical texts on linguistic grounds, the more recent view
argues that Early and Late Biblical Hebrew were merely stylistic choices
through the entire biblical period. Using the variationist approach of
(historical) sociolinguistics and on the basis of the sociolinguistic
concepts of linguistic variation and different types of language change,
Kim convincingly argues that there is a third way of looking at the
issue.


