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This book conducts a comparative analysis of political institutions and
develops rigorous methods suitable for cross-national longitudinal
analysis. An examination of political party systems in Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Russia, and Ukraine shows striking differences of degrees
and dynamics of political institutionalization in the five nations.
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What limits, if any, should be placed on a government's efforts to spy
on its citizens in the name of national security? Spying on foreigners
has long been regarded as an unseemly but necessary enterprise.
Spying on one's own citizens in a democracy, by contrast, has
historically been subject to various forms of legal and political restraint.
For most of the twentieth century these regimes were kept distinct.
That position is no longer tenable. Modern threats do not respect
national borders. Changes in technology make it impractical to
distinguish between 'foreign' and 'local' communications.



