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The twelfth-century Iranian mystic ‘Ayn al-Qut al-Hamadhn (d.
1131) wrote vividly of his explorations of death as a state of
consciousness which he experienced while alive. This state and his
visions of Doomsday and the innumerable non-corporeal worlds that
lie past the world of matter confront him with paradoxical realities that
upset the notional understanding of faith. The present book concerns
itself with a discussion on the subject of death as it is viewed by one of
the defining mystic scholars of medieval Iran. Based on medieval
manuscripts and primary sources in classical Persian and Arabic, this
book explores the significance of this important Iranian mystic and his
insights on the nature of reality in light of death.
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Henry Fairlie was one of the most colorful and trenchant journalists of
the twentieth century. The British-born writer made his name on Fleet
Street, where he coined the term "The Establishment," sparred in print
with the likes of Kenneth Tynan, and caroused with Kingsley Amis,
among many others. In America his writing found a home in the pages
of the New Yorker and other top magazines and newspapers. When he
died, he was remembered as "quite simply the best political journalist,
writing in English, in the last fifty years."Remarkable for their
prescience and relevance, Fairlie's essays celebrate Winston Churchill,
old-fashioned bathtubs, and American empire; they ridicule
Republicans who think they are conservatives and yuppies who want to
live forever. Fairlie is caustic, controversial, and unwavering-especially
when attacking his employers. With an introduction by Jeremy
McCarter, Bite the Hand That Feeds You restores a compelling voice
that, among its many virtues, helps Americans appreciate their country
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